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Often homeowners are looking for effective methods
Rhizosphaera needle cast causes premature death
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to create more space for remaining trees. Alternatively,
tree replacement is sometimes the best option.

If you chose to try chemical control a protective
fungicide with the active ingredient chlorothalonil
(sold as Multi- Purpose Fungicide, Daconil 2787,
and others) can prevent new growth from becoming
infected. Timing of the applications is very
important. It is important to protect new
growth as it emerges, therefore fungicides
should be applied in a timely manner when
the new needles are half elongated (late May
or early June) and again three to four weeks
later. Even though fungicide applications
can help control this disease, re-infection
may occur in subsequent years. Application
to large trees requires special equipment to
ensure adequate coverage. Read the fungicide
label carefully and apply only as directed.

Infected needles turn a purplish-brown before falling
from tree. Photo courtesy Iowa St. Univ.

When planting new trees, consider alternatives trees
with fewer pest and disease problems. For other
information on alternative trees consider reading Dr. Bert
Cregg’s publication, “Alternative Conifers to Michigan
Landscapes”, it is available online at:
http://www.hrt.msu.edu/assets/PagePDFs/bert-cregg/
AlternativestobluespruceBertCregg.pdf .
Fruiting bodies on needles. Photo courtesy
of Univ. of Illinois Extension.
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